Toru Fetū Kindergarten 
part of the Maraeroa Pasifika Project
Background
The journey began around 3 years ago, the vision - to provide a service for the local community focused on preserving and promoting the Niuean, Cook Island and Tuvaluan language and cultures. The idea was born out of the common goal of three existing playgroups - Niue Aoga Tama Ikiiki, Cook Islands Te Punanga Reo Kuki Airani Porirua and Tuvalu Akoga from the Porirua East Communities.  With the support of the Ministry of Education, ‘Wellington Kindergartens’ came on board privileged to be part of such a worthwhile project and motivated by the commitment and dedication each group has shown to providing culture and language opportunities for its tamariki. The first of its kind, Toru Fetū is the first purpose built Pacific Island kindergarten in the country.  The aim is to increase the number of children from Pasifika backgrounds participating in high quality early childhood education.  Research shows that children who have participated in such education enjoy greater academic success in future years. 

 

 

What has happened…  

· The centre opened on 8 June 2010. 

· Toru Fetū Kindergarten is sited at the existing Maraeroa School and Maraeroa Kindergarten in Cannons Creek. Within the school grounds, existing and unused classrooms have been renovated and added to, to create a brand new space and grounds for the children. 

· Each group has its own cultural space with an emphasis on coming together for shared play and meal times.  Although we want to acknowledge cultural diversity, we also want to promote shared learning and an appreciation of each Pacific Island group.  We also hope that the exposure to these cultures will benefit those children from other cultural groups attending Toru Fetū Kindergarten. 

· Name significance (‘3 stars’) – each group wanted a name which was significant to each culture.  Toru incorporates the Cook Island Maori spelling and Fetū is Tuvaluan and Niuean.  The use of stars is to signify the Pacific peoples as explorers, where often the stars were the only navigational points.  It also signifies their continued migration to New Zealand and subsequent unification to establish Toru Fetū for the common good of their cultures and people. 

· Integrated Family Service – The building has been designed to provide support services to families. We envisage services such as antenatal classes, parenting courses, cultural resources or provision of health information. 

· Caters for children aged 6 months to 5 years. 

· Part of ‘Maraeroa Pasifika Project’ – It is envisaged that teachers from the neighbouring Maraeroa Kindergarten (also a ‘Wellington Kindergartens’ kindergarten) will support and share professional development opportunities with Toru Fetū staff and there is an option for families to utilise both services and/or the integrated family service opportunities at Toru Fetū. 

 For more information – 
Parents, please call Caroline Mareko on 232 1748. Alternatively you can send an email to torufetu@wn-kindergarten.org.nz
Teachers interested in staff vacancies, please call Andrea Godfree at Wellington Kindergartens on 232 1652. 
