HEALTH AND SAFETY


Policy and Procedure Guide

	Subject:
	Management of Illness
	
	Date Effective:

Review Date:
	August 2011
Before 31 December 2012
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	Responsible to:
	Senior Teachers, General Manager

	Applies to:
	All teachers

	Purpose:
	To ensure that sick children and adults in the kindergarten receive appropriate care and that the health and wellbeing of other children and adults is considered.

	Definition:
References:
	· A “communicable disease” is a disease which is either infectious, or according the Ministry of Health requirements, is a notifiable disease.

· Education (Early Childhood Centres) Regulations 2008
· OSH Policy

· Other relevant legislation
· Ministry of Health Infectious Diseases Identification Chart (attached)


POLICY

1. Healthy environments will be maintained at all times.

2. Education about the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases shall take place in the context of the kindergarten’s health awareness programme.

3. A record of child and teacher illnesses shall be kept at the kindergarten (form attached).
4. A chart of infectious diseases shall be prominently displayed in the kindergarten.

5. Parents and whānau must advise teachers immediately if their child contracts an infectious disease.
6. Parents and whānau shall be informed of any significant outbreak of infectious diseases within the kindergarten community, in accordance with Ministry of Health guidelines.

7. Teachers shall seek advice as necessary on infectious disease issues from the Public Health Service.

8. Where a child falls sick at kindergarten, the parent and/or whānau shall be notified where possible and arrangements made to send the child home.  The child shall be isolated while waiting to be picked up.

9. Each kindergarten teaching team shall develop a set of procedures regarding the changing and bathing of children which protect against the spread of infectious diseases.
10. The Head Teacher may exclude any person from the kindergarten who is in a state of physical or mental health that presents a risk of danger to children or who has an infectious disease.

GUIDELINES FOR EXCLUSION OF CHILDREN FROM THE KINDERGARTEN BECAUSE OF ILLNESS
1. A child may be excluded from kindergarten if:
· the child has an infectious disease (as per Ministry of Health guidelines)
· the illness prevents the child from participating comfortably in programme activities
· the illness results in a greater care need than the kindergarten can reasonably provide without compromising the health and safety of the other children
· the child has  any of the following conditions:
· Diarrhoea:  A general guideline is that no child should attend if they have diarrhoea and they should have at least one normal bowel motion before returning to the kindergarten.  If the diarrhoea was accompanied by any other symptoms such as fever, stomach pains, nausea, vomiting or headache, this indicates a gastrointestinal infection and the child should stay away until at least 48 hours after the first normal bowel motion.
· Vomiting two or more times in the previous 24 hours, unless the vomiting is known to be caused by a non-communicable condition and the child is not in danger of dehydration.  Repeated vomiting suggests an infection, so the child should be taken to a GP for a diagnosis.
· Mouth sores associated with an inability of the child to control his or her saliva, unless the child’s GP or Regional Public Health or the Medical Officer of Health advises that the child is non-infectious.
· Rash with fever or behaviour change, until a doctor has determined that the illness is not an infectious disease.

2. Where there is an outbreak of an infectious disease in the kindergarten, the Head Teacher will contact a Senior Teacher or the General Manager, and Regional Public Health when appropriate.
3. All child and teacher illnesses will be recorded and that record will be kept at the kindergarten, either on the form attached or in a separate book which is for the sole purpose of recording illness.
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Nga Mara Tamariki o te Upoko o te Ika




                    Illness Record                   

	Date
	Child/Teacher name
	Reason for absence
	Symptoms
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